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L-03 NSC-07 NSCE-00 USIE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 
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029635 

O 151650Z MAY 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8960 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY COTONOU IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
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AFDROUGHT 

EO 1 1652 N A 

SUB J : MALI EMERGENCY FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
REF: BAMAKO 1204 

1. SAW SECGEN OF FONOFF BOUBACAR KANTE TO PROVIDE HIM 
WITH TECHNICAL INFORMATION ON CONVOY COTONOU-GAO. 
KANTE IS SENDING TODAY URGENT TELEGRAMS TO COTONOU AND 
NIAMEY SAYING THAT FREIGHT FORWARDER SOCOTRA, UNDER 
CONTRACT TO USAID, WISHES TO TRANSPORT 500 TONS OF 
SORGHUM FROM COTONOU TO GAO, BY RAIL COTONOU TO 
PARAKOU AND TRUCK CONVOY PARAKOU TO GAO. TELEGRAM 
WILL SAY THAT IF THIS CONVOY IS SUCCESSFUL THERE WILL BE 
FURTHER CONVOYS TO SUPPLY THE SIXTH REGION OF MALL 

2. MY UNDERSTANDING WITH KANTE IS THAT AS SOON AS HE 
RECEIVES RESPONSE FROM NIAMEY AND COTONOU 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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WHICH HE HOPES WILL BE BY THE END OF THE WEEK, HE WILL SO 
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INFORM ME AND I WILL INFORM EMBASSIES COTONOU, NIAMEY 
AND ABIDJAN. (THIS ARRANGEMENT IS THE ONLY ONE I CAN 
THINK OF TO ENSURE THAT WE ARE ALL INFORMED AS TO 
THE AGREEMENT GOVTS NIGER AND DAHOMEY BEFORE 
CONVOY IS DESPATCHED.). 

MCGUIRE 
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